
1

Generating private support to  
create, preserve, and promote  
Nashville’s greenways since 1994
Photo Caption

Summer 2022 
No. 24

A Publication of  
Greenways for  

Nashville

Gulch Greenway

Destination: 
Greenways



2

greenprint•2022

Nashville’s growth and development over the past decade have been 
remarkable. Our history of building permits tells the story. The value 

of building permits issued from 1993 to 2011 averaged around $1.2 billion 
per year. Beginning in 2012, Nashville began a steady ascent in the annual 
dollar value of issued building permits, which reached $5.5 billion in 2021,  
a 460% increase from that earlier 18-year average.

An unintended consequence of this growth is a shrinking tree canopy  
and natural environment in Nashville. Tree cover and vegetation not only 
help mitigate heat in urban environments, they enhance the aesthetic 
beauty of our city. It is also well documented in public health research that 
human exposure to nature enhances our quality of life and lowers stress. 

A 2018 study published by the National Library of Medicine tells us 
“that nature accessibility and nature exposure from home significantly 
predicted reduced scores on the Depression, Anxiety, Stress Scales 
(DASS).” I don’t have to go far out on a limb to assume that we all would 
agree that this would be a good thing for our community (and our world 
for that matter). Greenways and parks provide an excellent mitigant to the 
growth of our built environment. Science backs this up. 

The opportunity is in front us, and it is an urgent one. As development 
occurs, right of way opportunities for greenways become more limited, 
and the cost to secure that right of way and dedicate new greenways  
will almost certainly be more expensive in the future than it is now. 

Nashvillians today are building and designing the 
legacy of our city for generations to come. We can 

“meet the moment” by accelerating development 
of new greenways and greenspaces in a manner 
which better matches the pace of our construction 
activity. Expansion of our existing greenways 
system is crucial to giving ALL Nashvillians, now 
and into the future, access to the benefits and 
quality of life that these vital assets provide. 

Destination: Meeting the Moment 
by Pete Wooten, Board President 

top: Gulch Greenway at Frankie Pierce Park
middle: Stones River Greenway
bottom: Gulch Greenway at Asurion
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Destination: Together  
by Amy Crownover, Executive Director
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Nashville is rich with diversity! One needs only 
to walk for 30 minutes or so on a neighborhood 

greenway to experience the variety of races, ethnicity, 
and culture in our community. On any given day, 
and most certainly a sunny Saturday, you will find 
yourself joined on the greenway by a cross-section of 
ages and abilities – from children just learning to ride 
a bike, seniors out for a relaxing stroll, and all ages in 
between. I’ve even counted the different languages 
being spoken on a busy section of the Mill Creek 
Greenway near Orchard Bend Park – I counted five one 
Saturday morning on a 45-minute walk. Greenways 
are Nashville’s front porch; they are your window into 
our world. We both acknowledge and celebrate their 
inclusive nature.

More than ever, the greenways 
are vital to the physical 
and mental wellness of all 
Nashvillians while also 
connecting us across Davidson 
County. From the Whites Creek 
Greenway, to Mill Creek, to 
Harpeth River, to the City 
Central Greenway system in 
our urban core, now is a critical 
time to preserve and promote 
our greenway system and its 
continued growth. With your 
support, we invest in a future 
where all neighborhoods 
experience the transformative 
power of nature through 
equitable access to greenways. 
With Metro Parks’ nearly 100 
miles of greenways throughout 
the county, and more on the 
way, greenways’ impact on 
sustainability and connectivity 
has become vital to the quality of 
life in Nashville.

So, I ask you, our users, to bring 
your energy and commitment 
to the greenway movement.
Greenways are your trails 
through the trees and open 
spaces of our city. Each of us 
makes the journey for our own 
reason and brings our own 
uniqueness. Let’s come together 
to make Nashville’s greenway 
system the best it can be. There is 
immense power when a group of 
people with similar interests get 
together. Join us!

top: Shelby Bottoms Greenway
bottom: 440 Greenway
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Our city is in a state of constant change and 
will likely remain that way for years to come. 

Greenways for Nashville is here to ensure that our 
greenways and open spaces remain a key component 
of our exponential growth. We have an opportunity 
to increase access to green spaces throughout our city 
and county by garnering support and voices for such. 

Greenways for Nashville Board Member Adam 
Caplan is one of those voices. A Nashville native with 
a unique perspective penned this letter to our Metro 
Council Members this spring to voice his support: 

I grew up in Nashville – in fact, I went to high school at 
Hume-Fogg where Mr. Cash, Councilman Tom Cash, 
was my English teacher. I remember working three 
summer jobs so I could save enough money to buy 
my first big purchase: a road bike from Cumberland 
Transit on West End Avenue, which I still ride today. 
I got my first taste of the greenways riding my bike 
from my parents' house in Bellevue to Edwin Warner 
Park using the (at the time, newly built) Harpeth River 
Greenway. I was hooked from the beginning because 
the greenway network allowed me to pair my budding 
interest in endurance sports with a beautiful, safe 
way to exercise outside. One of the key benefits of the 
greenways is that they help promote a healthy lifestyle 
by improving connectivity to green spaces and build 
community along the way. 

The Nashville community has a special place in my 
heart. After growing up here, all I wanted to do was 
move away and experience other places. So I went to 
college in St. Louis and thought I would stay there. 
But something happened around 2014 – Nashville 
became…cool. And I decided I wanted to invest in 
my future here, so I’m asking Council to invest in 
connecting communities too. 

One silver lining of the pandemic is that people of 
all walks of life are using the greenways now more 
than ever before. When I’m using the greenways, 
say marathon training through Shelby Bottoms to 

the Stones River Greenway, it brings me great joy to 
see all kinds of people, perhaps for the first time, 
discovering all of the benefits that the nearly 100 
miles of linear greenway space provide. But we need 
more investment to build on this success and ensure 
equitable growth for Nashville and our greenways 
in the future. 

As an Amazon employee, if given the choice 
between sitting in ever-worsening bumper to 
bumper traffic in my car to commute from the 
Nations to my office downtown, or hopping on my 
bike and using a safe, beautiful, tree-lined greenway 
to get to work, I’ll bet you know which option I’d 
choose. But, I can’t today because all of the greenway 
access points don’t connect, which is why I’m asking 
you to help close those gaps by increasing funding 
for the Parks Department. The thing is, I want every 
Nashvillian to have that same choice. As Nashville’s 
growth accelerates, investment in greenways 
that connect all communities needs to keep pace. 
Otherwise, we risk losing some of the soul which 
makes Nashville, Nashville. 

If we don’t plan for the 
future, it will do it for 
us. Nashville’s growth 
is exciting – it’s why I 
moved back here. But 
I want my generation, 
and my future 
generation, to enjoy 
all the benefits that 
greenways offer. As 
our growth explodes, 
new developments will 
continue to be built on the land, and we need the 
resources to ensure that developers include protected 
green spaces in their plans. If you want to see what 
I see about the greenways, let’s go for a walk around 
the Richland Creek Greenway – I know my dog 
would love to meet some new companions. 

Destination: Advocacy

Adam Caplan, Board Member
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Save the date, folks! This fall on Thursday, October 6, 
Greenways for Nashville will host our sixteenth annual  

Dinner by the Bridge on the Cumberland River Greenway 
Esplanade at the foot of the John Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge.

Our signature fundraiser is an opportunity to celebrate the 
success of Nashville’s greenway system, bring together our 
supporters and friends, and raise a toast to a future that  
includes developing more greenways across Davidson County.

Destination:  
Dinner by the Bridge 2022 

PRESENTED BY:

www.dinnerbythebridge.com

Not only are our board members advocating throughout our city, but stakeholders, business leaders, and 
community members are gathering in support of the greenways movement. In early June, we gathered a 

group of these like-minded individuals for the latest installment of Cocktails and Conversations. Our work is 
possible thanks to the commitment of our fervent supporters – this helps continue the dialogue, acknowledge  
the work, and expand the network. 

Cocktails and Conversation
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Destination: Legacy 
by Ann Roberts

Greenway Selfie Challenge

Nashville’s greenways lost one of its earliest and most 
influential advocates with the death of Kay Simmons 

last November. In the mid-1990s and for years thereafter, 
when Nashville greenways were more concept than 
reality, Kay made them a beneficiary of her energy, talents, 
stewardship, and vision. 

“She was truly key to so much success, especially in our 
early years of creating and developing relationships,” 
according to Shain Dennison, the founding and long-time 
director of the Greenways Division of Metro’s Department 
of Parks and Recreation. “She helped build credibility for 
the greenways initiative because she was held in such 
respect by both government leaders and the private sector.”

Kay’s fund-raising skills were legendary, and she opened 
doors to many grantors over her twenty-plus years 
of engagement as an early member of the Greenways 
Commission and the Board of Greenways for Nashville. 

She hosted the first friend- and fund-raiser in her home 
and strategically led later outreach. Shain credits the 
private seed money that Kay raised for leveraging Metro 
capital dollars as instrumental in getting Nashville’s 
greenways where they are today. 

Passionate about the value of conserving green space and 
building trails and aware of what that would mean for the 
city, Kay was, in Shain’s words, “fun, generous, kind, so 
very smart, and always ready to help however needed.” 

Kay made immeasurable 
contributions to Nashville’s  
civic and community life through 
her work for education and 
conservation. We will always 
be grateful that she was with us, 
mentoring, guiding, and shaping 
greenways in those crucial years.

Kay Simmons

Nashville, are you out there on the greenways? 
Show us! 

Anybody out there staring into the trees trying 
to spot that darned Barred Owl on the Shelby 
Greenway, prompting onlookers to stop and join 
you out of sheer curiosity? How about those 
parents pushing their kids in strollers, trying to 
catch a breath from the day while simultaneously 
fostering an appreciation for nature in the next 
generation? The things that bring you joy on the 
greenways – we want in on it! Grab your partner, 
pal, or pup—maybe all three—and take a selfie, 
tagging @greenwaysfornashville on Instagram or 
Facebook. You’ll enter for a chance to win a bundle 
of Greenways for Nashville swag, including a 
stainless-steel Greenways for Nashville Camelbak 
water bottle, a naturally dyed bandana, and one of 
our crumpled maps. Two winners will be randomly 
selected and announced at the end of each month. 
Winners’ posts will be featured on Greenways for 
Nashville social media. 

Jordan and Chandler Amy

Sharon and friends Dan

Tony and friend
Michael and 

Monkey the dog
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NOW OPEN NEAR YOU: 

Stones River Greenway Hickory Hill Lane Connector near 
Ravenwood Park

This 0.5-mile addition to the Stones River Greenway is now open! With 
a new trailhead and parking, this new segment enhances greenway 
and park access for communities on the northern side of Ravenwood 
Park. The wooded and meadowed route also boasts a starting point 
for an all-greenway connection all the way to Shelby Bottoms Park and 
Greenway across the iconic Cumberland River Pedestrian Bridge. 

Gulch Greenway at Asurion 

In a collaborative public-private partnership with Highwoods 
Properties, this enhanced and extended 0.25-mile segment of the 
Gulch Greenway opened this summer with enthusiasm and fanfare. A 
respite from the busy streets and sidewalks of downtown, this urban 
greenway and linear park is also a key component of the planned 35+ 
mile greenway loop around the heart of Nashville which makes up 
the City Central Greenway System.

Destination: Moving Forward 
Let’s celebrate new greenways, open space acquisitions, and existing greenway improvements. Thanks to the efforts of 

Metro Nashville Parks, the Greenways and Open Space Commission, several public-private partnerships, and you—our 
community of advocates and supporters—we are happy to share recent completions and announcements! 

DESTINATIONS IN DESIGN AND PLANNING:

Charlotte Corridor Rail with Greenway

Master planning, community engagement, and greenway policy 
development for this proposed 4-mile rail with greenway project in 
North Nashville are underway. This new linear park, with a paved 
greenway trail for pedestrians and bicyclists, will follow along the 
Cheatham County Rail Line, linking Centennial Park to the Farmers 
Market with connectors to Juno Frankie Pierce Park, Kossie Gardner 
Park, Watkins Park, Edmondson Park, and Fisk University. Metro 
Parks expects to complete the Master Plan by the end of this year,  
so stay tuned!  
Learn More: linktr.ee/greenwaysfornashville

Cumberland River Greenway at Wharf Park 

This new urban park and greenway are in the final phases of 
Master Planning. The community-driven plan calls for an extension 
of the Cumberland River Greenway from the existing Rolling Mill 
Hill Greenway, along a bluff line, and down through the new park 
to the river. 

Metro Council recently approved the purchase of an adjacent 3.1 
acres, home of the former Tennessee African-American School for the 
Blind, that boasts ample open space that will dramatically enhance the 
greenway route. Learn More: linktr.ee/greenwaysfornashville

top: Stones River Greenway, Hickory Hill Connectior
bottom: Gulch Greenway at Asurion

Proposed Charlotte Corridor Rail with Greenway
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DESIGN AND PLANNING (CONT.):

440 Greenway - Sevier Park to Browns Creek 
Greenway and Park

In the planning and design phase, this 1-mile segment of 
the 440 Greenway will link Sevier Park and Community 
Center with Gale Lane Park, Browns Creek Park, and  
the Browns Creek Greenway. Later this year, the design 
team will gather project input from the community, and 
the design should be complete in 2023 with construction  
to follow.

440 Greenway - Park Plaza to Centennial Park 

This short but sweet 0.2-mile segment of greenway will 
extend the 440 Greenway from its existing trailhead at Park 
Plaza to the complete street on 28th Avenue Connector and  
the Great Lawn of Centennial Park. This extension of the 
440 Greenway will also provide connectivity to the  
planned Charlotte Rail with Greenway, further bringing 
together West and North Nashville neighborhoods and 
parks. Design is expected to be complete in 2023 with 
construction to follow.

Whites Creek Greenway at Hartman Park

This planned 1-mile greenway will be the newest of a 
partnership between Metro Parks and Metro Water Services 
that marries a flood buyout program to conserve land along 
the city’s waterways and riparian zones with the creation of 
public park space. This project will produce a Whites Creek 
Greenway extension dotted with a mature tree canopy and 
link neighborhoods along West Hamilton Road to Hartman 
Park and Community Center and Mullins Park.  Planning 
for this greenway will be led by community input.

Browns Creek Greenway at Fair Park 

In partnership with the Nashville Fair Board, this 0.5-mile 
greenway extension at Fair Park is currently in the design 
phase and will extend the existing Browns Creek Greenway 
through Fair Park to a trailhead on Nolensville Road. 

Cumberland River Greenway Opry Mills Connector

Construction of the long-planned 1-mile greenway 
extension from the Cumberland River Pedestrian Bridge 
to the Opry Mills campus is expected to begin in early 
2023. Sure to be a destination in itself, this segment of 
the Cumberland River Greenway will link Donelson/
Hermitage, Downtown Nashville, and East Nashville 
communities to this vibrant commercial center.

PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AT WORK:

Thanks to public-private partnerships, these greenways are 
receiving improvements and upon completetion will be 
perpetually maintained by private partners. 

Cumberland River Greenway at Metro Center Levee, 
a partnership with Alta Riverwalk 

Cumberland River Greenway North of Downtown,  
a partnership with Modera Germantown 

Gulch Greenway at Asurion, a partnership with 
Highwoods Properties

Cumberland River Greenways at First Horizon Park, 
a partnership with Ballpark Village 

Rolling Mill Hill Greenway, a partnership with 
Peabody Union

NEWLY ACQUIRED OPEN SPACE: 

Tusculum Road Open Space 

This spring, Metro acquired 10 acres of treed open space 
in Southeast Nashville for a future park. Located off 
Tusculum Road, in one of the few areas in the city that still 
had no parks, this addition supports a more livable and 
sustainable city for all.

Are Electric Bicycles Allowed  
on Nashville’s Greenways?

Yes, Class 1 and Class 2 Electric Bikes are 
permitted on Nashville’s Greenways.

More information: 
greenwaysfornashville.org/electricbikegreenwayaccess
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Cumberland River Greenway at Metro Center Levee,  
a partnership with Alta Riverwalk 

Cumberland River Greenway North of Downtown,  
a partnership with Modera Germantown

Gulch Greenway at Asurion, 
a partnership with Highwoods Properties

Cumberland River Greenways at First Horizon Park, 
a partnership with Ballpark Village 

Rolling Mill Hill Greenway 
a partnership with Peabody Union

Greenways

PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AT WORK:

N
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We weren’t the only ones setting records this year. Our friend, Margie Stoll, set her 
own record during the run: a state record for her age group with her pace, finishing the 
race in under an hour. A Chicago native, Margie has lived in Nashville since the 1980s, 
but didn’t start competitively running until she was in her 60s. Now, at 80 years young, 
Margie holds over 100 individual time records from races across the state.

“You’re not really trying to beat someone; you’re trying 
to be your best. You always feel good about yourself 
after finishing.”

Way to go, Margie! See you, and everyone else, in April 2023 for the 17th Annual 
Richland Creek Run!

The 2022 Richland Creek Run fundraiser was 
record-setting! Back in person for the first time 

in three years, we had a record-breaking 400+ 
participants take part in the run, walk, and Dinky 
Dash. Greenways for Nashville raised nearly $28k 
and gave away nearly $1k in prizes donated by 
our local business supporters. 

Thank you to our sponsors and participants for 
continuing to make this fundraiser—and friend-
raiser—so special year after year. 

Destination: Richland Creek Run 

Supported by: 

Richland-West End, Sylvan Park &  
White Bridge Neighborhood Associations 

American Tree Foundation

Margie Stoll



11

greenprint•2021

Nashville’s greenways excel when it comes to wildlife. 
Our many greenways provide important habitat and 

travel corridors for a host of species as well as outstanding 
opportunities for greenway users to observe wild animals. 

As watchable wildlife, birds typically come to mind first 
for most people. Many of Nashville’s greenways offer 
exceptional bird watching. For example, 135 different 
bird species have already been identified by users of 
Shelby Bottoms Greenway near the Nature Center in 
2022. These include the stunningly beautiful scarlet 
tanager, the fearsome great horned owl, the massive 
white pelican, and the iconic bald eagle. And that’s one 
section of one greenway. Many of Nashville’s greenways 
are listed as birding hotspots on the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s eBird site.

Anyone planning a visit to a Nashville greenway to see 
(and hear) birds may want to consult eBird to determine 
what species have been reported by users of that greenway 
and when the birds were detected. In doing that just now 
for the Richland Creek Greenway near my house, I noticed 
that indigo buntings and similarly colored but larger 
(and far less common) blue grosbeaks have recently been 
seen there. Both species favor brushy fields, so I’ll soon 
be heading to the Nashville Tech Campus Connector in 
search of the amazingly blue males. 

Greenway users with an interest in birds may enjoy the 
free Merlin bird identification app. If you hear a bird but 
can’t see it because it’s hidden behind leaves, the app 
will identify it with ease. Even someone with limited 
song identification skills (including me) can identify an 
impressive number of birds using the app. As a bonus, 
sometimes knowing what to look for makes spotting the 
bird easier. 

Destination: Wildlife
by John Norris, Board Member

Of course, wildlife visible from greenways are not 
limited to birds. I’ve seen white-tailed deer, coyotes, 
nine-banded armadillos, a red fox, gray rat snakes, a 
black kingsnake, eastern box turtles, common snapping 
turtles, and additional mammal and reptile species while 
running or biking on Nashville greenways. Other users 
have seen many more critters, including hard-working 
beavers and adorable (if you’re not a fish) otters. None of 
these animals pose the slightest risk of harm to humans 
or to pets on leashes.

If you want to maximize the likelihood of seeing interesting 
animals on your greenway outings, going early or late may 
be your best bet. Especially in areas with significant human 
activity, many animals are primarily active at night and are 
most easily seen feeding or returning to their den or other 
bedding spot in the early morning or feeding or heading 
back out in the late afternoon. 

Whatever Nashville greenway you visit and whenever 
you go, you are encouraged to take photos and post 
them to be enjoyed by others. There’s a large and eager 
audience for beautiful wildlife photos.
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Eastern box turtle 

A slow-moving, slow-maturing omnivore whose numbers 
continue to decline. Vehicular traffic, farm equipment, and 
collectors are all threats. Except for moving them out of 
harm’s way, box turtles should be left alone.

Gray rat snake

A common, large non-venomous snake that eats vast 
numbers of tick-laden rodents. Gray rat snakes are 
constrictors that swallow their prey whole.

Nine-banded armadillo

The “little armored one” has greatly expanded its range 
since the mid-nineteenth century and is often seen early 
in the morning. Lack of insulation is its Achilles heel, but 
a warming climate will facilitate its becoming established 
as far north as Pennsylvania and New York. Nine-banded 
armadillos have the unfortunate reflex of jumping several 
feet straight up when alarmed, which has disastrous 
consequences when a semi is passing overhead.

Cedar waxwing

A beautiful songbird that is usually seen in flocks. Cedar 
waxwings are drawn to ripe berries, including holly 
berries and mulberries. Where there are ripe mulberries, 
including along greenways, cedar waxwings will be found. 

Eastern box Turtle Juvenile barred owl
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Indigo bunting

Seen in the right light, the males are an amazingly bright 
shade of blue. But indigo buntings produce no pigment 

– the brilliant blue color is the result of the diffraction of 
light by the feather structure. Indigo buntings are drawn 
to brushy fields.

Red fox

A widely distributed omnivore that is able to thrive in 
suburban and even urban environments. While feeding 
primarily on small rodents and rabbits, red foxes have 
a varied diet and eat plenty of fruit when it is available. 
Red foxes can be quite vocal and have an impressively 
loud scream and are commonly seen and heard early  
in the morning.

Barred owl

Barred owls are more active during the day, and more 
frequently seen, than most owls. While feeding primarily on 
small mammals, they have a taste for crayfish and can often 
be spotted perched over wetlands searching for crayfish.

Summer tanager

The other red bird. Summer tanagers spend most of their 
time high in trees. They feed heavily on bees and wasps. 
This bird’s song has been likened to that of a hoarse robin.

Indigo bunting Cedar waxwing

Thank you to John Norris for these wonderful wildlife photographs. 
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Destination: Greenway Users 

Spotlight on David G. 
David is no stranger to our city’s greenway 
system. An avid user since a young age, 
here are some of his reflections:

What is your favorite greenway?

This is a hard one! Most of the time, 
you can find me near my home on 

Mill Creek Greenway. Otherwise, it’s 
a toss-up between Shelby Bottoms/
Stones River Greenway and Harpeth 
River Greenway/Percy Warner Park 
Trails. I like to go to the greenways and 
parks for my longer runs of the week 
to get some quality time among the 
trees, and these paths provide lots of 
room to roam! 

What draws you to the greenway? 
Do you have favorite features?

My favorite part of going to any 
greenway is getting some separation 
from the hustle and bustle of the 
outside world. Even though many 
of Nashville’s greenways are nested 
within relatively urbanized areas, I 
find that the greenways provide 
enough isolation from cars and 
other aspects of city life to really feel 
connected to the natural environment. 

Do you have any favorite 
memories from a trip to the 
greenway?

More eclectic than our city’s collection of greenways are the folks that use them. Taking a trip to your favorite 
greenway is taking a trip into the culture of our city that features a breadth of languages, a collection of faces, 

and unique perspectives that make these greenways a true representation of our community. 

It’s hard to pick a favorite memory 
from such a large pool of good 
memories to choose from! Watching 
the sun rise over McCabe golf course 
on a frosty January morning is always 
special. I’ll also always cherish 
memories of marathon training with 
my mom’s Gatorade checkpoints on 
greenways all over town. (Thanks 
again, Mom!!)

How would you describe a 
greenway to a friend who has 
never been on one before?

Think of it as a linear park that 
serves as a “highway” for nature to 
weave its way through urban areas. 
These greenways provide literal safe 
spaces for various species (bugs, 
birds, squirrels, deer, etc.) to travel 
throughout the city without having 
to compete with the forces of urban 
development. As humans, they also 
provide protected green spaces for 
recreation and transportation. They’re 
a great place to go for a walk, run, bike 
ride, and more! 

David G. 

Stones River Greenway
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Spotlight on Nicole B. 
New to the urban core, Nicole knew of 
greenways but became an invested user 
when she moved to the city a few years ago. 
Here are some of her impressions:

What special significance do the 
greenways hold for you?

The greenways hold so much peace for 
me within the loud city. There is also 
something really special about smiles 
from strangers and the connection 
of people appreciating these small 
moments at the same time as you 
(during COVID this was so needed).

How would you describe your 
ideal trip to a greenway?

My daily routine is the Shelby 
Bottoms Greenway after work, 
finding a different four-mile loop 
every day, and stopping at Soft 
Service Station after for a cone!  
Of course, occasionally having a 
friend or my dogs join is a nice 
weekend treat!

How did you discover Nashville’s 
greenways? What did that 
discovery feel like?

I am a Franklin native and when 
I moved to Nashville seven years 
ago (after a few years out of state) 
I landed in Sylvan Park on the 
Richland Creek Greenway. I had no 
idea the greenway was outside of 
my door, but it quickly became a 
daily loop for my dogs. It opened my 
world up to quiet spaces within the 
city. I realized I didn’t have to drive 
far out to find that peace in nature.

What’s a favorite memory from 
your time on the greenway?

This summer I got to watch three baby 
raccoons wrestle from really close. I 
love how safe so many animals feel 
with humans so close by.

top: Harpeth River Greenway
bottom: Stones River Greenway

Shelby Bottoms Greenway

Nicole B. 
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2022 Nashville’s Greenways Map

There is nothing like a good ole-printed map to help 
you navigate the nearly 100 miles of greenway trails 

across Davidson County. And, thanks to a generous 
gift from Vanderbilt University, Nashville’s Greenways 
Map has been updated for 2022! This brand-new edition, 
beloved by Nashvillians and visitors alike, has the timeliest 
information about Metro Parks’ nearly 100 miles of paved 
greenway trails and 75 miles of primitive trails all laid out 
on a large two-sided map of the city.  

Destination: 
Navigation 

Where can I find a free Nashville’s Greenways map?

•	 Metro Parks Community and Nature Centers

•	 Metro Parks Golf Courses 

•	 Nashville Public Library Branches

•	 Retail partners including Asphalt Beach, 
Sport Seasons, Ride615 Bicycle Shop, and REI

•	 Greenways for Nashville’s booth at events  
across town

•	 View or request one online at  
www.greenwaysfornashville.org/printed-maps

Volunteer Spirit on the Greenways
Countless individuals and volunteer groups across town love on         

Nashville’s greenways by organizing cleanups, weed wrangles, 
tree plantings, and more!  We are sincerely grateful to all who have 
found a few minutes or even a few hours for greenways. 

Would you like to organize a clean-up of your own and need a little 
guidance? Just send us a note at info@greenwaysfornashville.org 
and we help can get you on your way. 

Come See Us

We love to get out and visit with you at festivals and 
events across town. With free printed maps, activities 

for children and adults, and a giant pop-up greenway map 
of the whole system, we enjoy lots of visitors. So far this 
year, we have been guests at Earth Day in Centennial Park, 
Nashville Sounds Game, Shelby Bottoms and Bell’s Bend 
Expos, REI, Amazon and Cornelia Fort Pickin’ Party, and 
several trailhead pop-ups on Nashville’s greenways. 

Would you like us at your event?  
Please email us at info@greenwaysfornashville.org or give 
us a call at 615-862-8400.

P.S. We also do group presentations, so feel free to let us 
know if that’s what you need.

Pacific Program Management Nashville Team on 
the Richland Creek Greenway
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Meet the Team 

Donations & Contributions
Greenways for Nashville is honored to recognize the following generous donors who supported our mission in 2021. 
Greenways for Nashville’s full financial profile is available on givingmatters.com

The Greenways for Nashville team isn’t only interested in greenways professionally, but personally too! Much like you, 
we are all users of the Nashville greenway system and love spending time outside. 

Get in touch with us: info@greenwaysfornashville.org

Amy Crownover, Executive Director  
Kathy Parolini, Community Relations and Development Manager 
Jordan Howes, Marketing and Community Engagement Manager  
Marissa Pappas, Program Coordinator and Office Specialist  
Robin Johnston, Special Project Coordinator  

$10,000 and 
above
Erin and Allen Baler

Drew Ann and Dan 
Borsos

Lucie Cammack

The Core Fund

Cottage Partners LLC

Sherry and Mark 
Deutschmann

Eberling Charitable 
Foundation

Joe C. Davis 
Foundation

Pat Johnston

Milton and Denice 
Johnson Family 
Foundation

Jeanie Nelson and Will 
Martin

Judy and Steve Turner

W.L. Lyons Brown 
Foundation

Pete Wooten and 
Renata Soto

$5,000 to 
$9,999
1221 Partners, LLC

Amazon

CaliforniaSouth Co

The Clear Blue 
Company LLC

The Community 
Foundation of Middle 
Tennessee

The Danner 
Foundation

Anne Davis and Karl 
Dean

Marie Griffin and Bob 
Coffey

Kathy and Dr. John 
Griffin

Kim and Gary 
Hawkins

Highwoods Properties, 
Inc.

Marquette 
Management Inc.

Pinnacle Financial 
Partners

Portman Holdings/
Portman Residential

Richland Building 
Partners, LLC

Sandra Schatten 
Foundation

Ann and Clark Tidwell

Vanderbilt University

Village Real Estate

The Village Real Estate 
Advised Fund

The Wilson Group 
Real Estate Services

$1,000 to 
$4,999
615 Ventures LLC

Nick Adler

Ajax Turner Company, 
Inc.

Alfred Benesch & 
Company

Glenn Allen and 
Charlene Pershke

Chris F. Barnes

Barrel Stock Trading 
Company, LLC

Bates Nursery & 
Garden Center

Blevins, Inc.

Claudia and Gordon 
Bonnyman

Kevin Bowden and 
Candice Ethridge

Boyle Nashville, LLC

Phil Bredesen and 
Andrea Conte

Bristol Development 
Group, LLC

Lauren and Tommy 
Bugg

Horatio B. and Willie 
D. Buntin Foundation

Corey Cain

Caterpillar Financial 
Services

Centric Architecture, 
Inc.

Compass 
Development

Continuum Planning 
Partners

Charlotte Covington

Elizabeth Crook

Alix and Tom Cross

Matthew Cushing

Josephine and John 
Darwin

Ann and Kirby Davis

Natasha and John 
Deane

Delek Fund for Hope

Dodson Parker Behm 
& Capparella, P.C.

Marty Donner

Dryden Architecture 
and Design

Sandra Duncan

Chuck Dunn

EOA Architects PLLC

Carole and John 
Ferguson

First Farmers and 
Merchants Bank

David Furse and 
Kimberly Pace

FusionSite Services 
LLC

GHP Environmental + 
Architecture

Greater Nashville 
Realtors

H.G. Hill Realty 
Company, LLC

Kathleen and John 
Harkey

Hastings Architecture 
Associates, LLC

Brandon Haumschilt

HCA Healthcare/
TriStar Health

HCA Healthcare 
Foundation

Highland Building 
Group

Hines

William and Beatrice 
Hubbard

Ingram Industries, Inc.

Lyn and Fred James

Crews Johnston

Kaalberg Law PLLC

Robin and Bill King

Sharon and David 
Kipp

Stephen Kough

LP Building Solutions

Luca Business 
Solutions

Manuel Zeitlin 
Architects, LLC

Laura and Brian 
Mitchell

Katie and Russell 
Morrell

MSB Cockayne Fund, 
Inc.

Kelly and Bob Murphy

Kathy and Pat Nevill

Donna and Gerald 
Nicely

Christina and John 
Norris

Carolyn and Phil Orr

Paragon Group, LLC

Mary and Mark Peters

Petra Coach

Piedmont Natural 
Gas Co.

Marissa, Robin, Jordan, Amy & Kathy
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Pillars Development, 
LLC

Dot and Phil Ponder

RBC Wealth 
Management

Celeste Reed and Don 
Welch

REI Co-Op

Reno & Cavanaugh, 
PLLC

The Rich Foundation

Ride 615 Bike Shop

Virginia Rogan

Mary Frances Rudy

Phil Ryan and 
Meredith Libbey

Barbara Owen Smith 

Steve Sirls and Allen 
DeCuyper

Amy Smith 

Barbara Owen Smith 
Family Foundation

Andrea and Tim 
Stafford

Urban Nashville

Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center

Mary and Alex Wade

DeeDee Wade

Sandy and Tom White

Diana Johnson Wiles 
and Dwight Wiles

Christie Wilson

Windmill Title, LLC

Heather Wisner

Tyler and Jeff Yarbro

$250 to $999
A. Ray Hospitality, 
LLC

Susan Cole Adams

Burkley and Newton 
Allen

Kathi and Edgar Allen

Natasha and Newell 
Anderson

Aaron Armstrong

Asphalt Beach Skate 
Shop

Melinda and Jeff 
Balser

Brenda and Jimmy 
Barker

Jay Barron

Bill Baucom and Susan 
Spurgeon

 

Robert Baum and 
Allison Thompson

Eileen Beehan and Bill 
Sinclair

Menie and Steve Bell

Anne and Bob Brandt

Charles Brau and 
Virginia Shepherd

Shauna Brooks

Lacey Bulow

Betsy and Daniel 
Burrus

Jan and Stuart Bushing

Berdelle T. Campbell

Adam Caplan

Pamela and Mark 
Carver

Rick Casebeer and 
Kellie Renee Montana

Dottie and Bill Caul

Booth and Georgeanne 
Chapman

Donna and Tom 
Christensen

Deborah Clapper

P.J. Collins

Mary and Charlie 
Cook

Laura and John 
Cooper

Amy P. Crownover

Sondra and Doug 
Cruickshanks

Vicki Crumpton

Caroline Dean

Madeline DeCuyper

Delevante Creative

Cindy and Baird Dixon

Harlan Dodson and 
Margaret L. Behm

Tracey Doering

Anna Dorris

James East

Nancy and Hugh 
Entrekin

Laurie and Steve 
Eskind

Sara Finley

Christina and Haley 
Fiske

Tish Fort

Elizabeth and David 
Fox

Fremont Group 
Foundation

Cathey and Wilford 
Fuqua

Kara and Hunter Gee

Amy and Lucian Geise

Janet Gilmore

Max Goldberg

Debra Grimes

Michael Gulley

Joan Guth

Barry Heard

Robert Hendren

Reggie Hill

Holladay Properties

Michael Jameson and 
Tamara Hart 

Dan Jensen

Ricky Johnson

Jay Jones

Kat and Moose 
Podcast

Jim Kelley and Anne 
O’Duffy

Ellen and Buddy 
Koonce

KraftCPAs PLLC

Jane and Rob Laub

Kelly and MacRae 
Linton

Karen Litterer

Jennifer and Jim Loftis

Aimee and Stephen 
Lurey

Jeanne and Bert Lyles

Arnie Malham

Anne and Mark 
Manner

Brooks and Bert 
Mathews

Kaaren and Ben May

Nicholas May

Carol McCoy and 
Roger A. Page

Thorunn and Roger 
McCoy

Katherine and Bruce 
McCrea

Louise and Donald 
McKenzie

Janis and Mark 
McNeely

Stephanie Mehr

Bonnie and Bruce 
Meriwether

Mary Meyer

Rich Moore

Linda Morphis

Kathleen Murphy

 

Lynne and Steve 
Musick

John Newman and 
Rebecca Lyford

Leslie and Scott 
Newman

John Noel and 
Melinda Welton

Maureen and John 
Organ

Julie and Jeff Ottman

Georgia and 
Thompson Paine

Ophelia and George 
Paine

David Parra

Kate Parrish

Brian Poynter

Linda Rader and 
David Pierson

Lisa and Bill Ramsey

Gayle Ray and James 
V. Smith

Cindy Reisz

Nora and Tate Rich

Richland-West End 
Neighborhood 
Association

Rich Riebeling

Robert C. Ripley, M.D., 
P.C.

Ann V. Roberts

Karin and David 
Roland

Melissa and Phil Russ

Scripps Howard 
Foundation

Dolores W. 
Seigenthaler

Daniel J. Slattery and 
Ellen A. Mrazek

Susan and Robert 
Spieth

Frances and Jimmy 
Spradley

Pam and Steve Taylor

Kren and George Teren

Cecelia and Patrick 
Theobald

Alan Thompson

Allison Thompson

Mary and Bob 
Thompson

Reid Thompson and 
Lorraine B. Ware

Aleta and Byron 
Trauger

United Way of 
Metropolitan Nashville

Van Pond Architect, 
PLLC

Mimi Wallace

Susan Warburg

White Bridge 
Neighborhood 
Association

Betsy and Ridley Wills

Barbara and Justin 
Wilson

Linda and Don Wirth

Woodson Gilchrist 
Architects

Kyle Young and Sarah 
Sperling

$100 to $249
Naji Abumrad

Mary and Kent Agee

Sandra F. Alsup and 
Kurtis A. Kemper

AmazonSmile

Sam Angel

Patricia and Jay 
Armstrong

Crystal Atkinson

Sally and Clay Bailey

Madge and Edwin 
Bass

Kathryn Boehm

Debbie and Ricky 
Bowers

John A. Bridges

Gary A. Bridges

Charlotte M. Brown

Mary Helen and Roger 
Brown

Mary M. Buckner

Caleres Cares

Patsy and Winder 
Campbell

Libby Carlson

Elizabeth Cato

Julie and Marty 
Cavallo

Mary Cavarra

Joan Cheek

Ruzha and Clif 
Cleaveland

Wesley Coker

Tuwanda Coleman-
Shaw and Charles E. 
Shaw

Charmaine and Don 
Cook

Suzanne and Seth 
Cooper

Country Music 
Association

Maggie and Matthew 
Coyle

David Curtis

Lynne B. Cypress

Karen B. Davis

Susan Davis

Jewel Dedmon

Nancy Dekalb

Sara and Albie Del 
Favero

Shain and Clint 
Dennison

Suzanne Deutschmann

Theresa and Chris 
Dickens

Vicki and Alan Dooley

Lou and Jim Douglas

The Jane and Richard 
Eskind & Family 
Foundation

Joe Fareed

Jon Finkel and 
Michelle L. Griffith

Eric Fisher

Katherine C. Follin

Becky Fyke

Kay Gaines

Wayne Garrett

Bob and Julie Gordon

Dan Grecco and Mary 
E. DiVittorio

Susan and John 
Hainsworth

Joe Hamilton

Nancy and Cal Harper

Lucy and Jeff Haynes

Anne Henderson

Kim Hewell and Norm 
Scarborough

Candy and Jim 
Higgins

Stephen Hill

Judy and Aaron Holt

Lucy Hovious

Sarah Hunt

Peggy and Paul 
Kingsbury

Matt Knight

Shivaun Korfanta

Kristine Lalonde

Marion and Malcolm 
Liles

Gary Linn and Pamela 
DeMatteo-Linn
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$100 to $249 
(cont.)
Pam Malone

Mark Mamantov

Andy Martin

Barbara and Peter 
Martin

Jim Mathis and 
Stephen McClure

James Mcateer and 
Catherine Stober

Beth and Bill Meador

Amy and Thomas 
Meyer

Rachelle and Jesse 
Minter

Anne and Pete 
Murphy

Nashville Zoo at 
Grassmere

Julie and Bob 
Neaderthal

Wendy and Jack 
Neinken

Barbara Newton

Ellen S. O’Neal

Jonathan Paddon

Tom K. Palko

Kathy A. Parolini

Lil and Henry Parr

Lauren Patten

Libby Patterson

Frank A. Peay and 
Amy S. McLemore

William and Connally 
Penley

Jeff Pferdehirt

Cheryl and Bernard 
Pickney

Bill Purcell and Debbie 
Miller

Sarah and Daniel 
Puryear

Debra and Casey Reed

Carol Rehder

Diana Reuther

Nathan Ridley

Bridget Rogers

Brenda and Bob Ross

Tammy Rutherford

Lisa Samuels and Lisa 
Dordal

Charles S. Sanger

Carol and Jim 
Schmoock

Pam and Roland 
Schneller

Jack Seymour

Audrey and Stewart 
Shofner

Carolyn and Nicholas 
Sieveking

Stephanie and Tracy 
Silverman

Christine and Tim 
Siscoe

Janelle Slawson

Sue and Dan Smith

Shirley and Stuart 
Speyer

Vickie and Phil 
Spickard

Suzanne and Mike 
Spore

Sport Seasons

Sarah F. Stamps

Joyce and Glen Stewart

Cindy Stone

Nancy and Mickey 
Sullivan

Ibba and Tom Surface

Dianne and Craig 
Sussman

Christine and Spencer 
Tanner

Mary Pat and Phil 
Teague

Emmie and Jim 
Thomas

Dawn and Jim 
Thompson

Christine and Jim 
Thorpe

Carol and Bill Titus

Martha Trammell

Jennie and Steve 
Turner

Debbie Turner

Mike Vandenbergh 
and Linda K. Breggin

Cecil Vandevender

Mary Vavra

Irwin Venick and 
Jeanne Ballinger

Lilly Vickers

Betsy and Knox 
Walkup

Heidi Welch

Bev and Keith Wells

Jennifer Westerholm

Lyndsay and Luke 
Wilkinson

Kathy and Tim Wirth

Carol and Charles 
Wray

Melinda and Taylor 
Wray

Judy and Kelly Wright

Barbara Zwerner 

Up to $99
John Abruzzino

Brent Adair

Shirley and Billy Akin

Suzanne Allen

Andee Althoff

Jeff Ammerman

Robin Andrews

Suzanne and Jay Baker

Jimmy Balser

Shannon and Adam 
Barber

Renee Barker

Adam Barrett

Kay and Richard Barry

Emily Benedict

Kathy and Josh 
Billings

Alison Black

Chip Blaufuss and 
Sarah Fairbank

Dorie Bolze and 
Claude Carmichael

David Bordenkircher

Russelle and Pearce 
Bradbury

Austin Branstetter

Susan and Barrett 
Brantley

Nancy and Stephen 
Brenner

Kelly Brockman

Brook Meade Garden 
Club

Ashby Q. Burks

James and Shirley 
Caldwell

Calypso Cafe

Craig Canan

Risa G. Capps

Rachael Carter

John Michael Cassidy

Jo Ann and Dan 
Church

Rebecca Clemens

Anne and Mike 
Clepper

Kelly Cortesi

Caroline and Beau 
Creson

Shellie Creson

Jim Crossman

Nancy Danko

Davidson County 
Democratic Women

Nancy Demmas

Sarah Dunn

Sylvia and Keith 
Fawcett

Wendy and Frank Fish

Howard Fox

Ronnie Fox

Bobby Gambrel

Rosemary and Patrick 
Girouard

Rosetta Graham

Gerry Griffin

Susan and Jonathan 
Griffith

Jane Haggard

Rinah Hamburger

Robbie Hampton

Maggie Harris

Cindy Harrison

Ellen and Connor 
Haugh

Wynn Hawker-
Boehnke

Teresa Heinen

Mary and Robert 
Hemminger

Jenni Hermandorfer

Marilyn and Kem 
Hinton

Frances and Robert 
John Hoff

Melinda Howser

Tracy Hubbard

Sally and Joe Huston

Joe and Becca Ingle

Samantha and Patrick 
Inglis

Patti Ingram

Karen Jaeger

Janet Jamieson

Jamie B. Katseff

Tim Kernell

Thonas Kinnard

Jill Kirby

Jonelle and Wes 
Kirkpatrick

Elaine R. Kuhn

Helen Kunkel

Dan Lafayette

Lynne Lapierre

Jeannie Larson

Lindsay Lawrence

Dorothy and Jim Lesch

Chandler Lockhart

Linda Long

Paula Lovell

Lynn Maddox

Rick Malkin

Shirley Manaley

Eliza Marcum

Jeffrey Martin

Eve Maxwell

Cayce McAlister

Kathryn and Robert 
McCarthy

Jianne McDonald

Katherine McGugin

Melissa Mcpheeters

Elizabeth Merritt

Patricia and Brant 
Miller

Reid Mitchell

Kate Monaghan

Michael Morris

Fran and John Myers

Mary K. Myers

Jennifer D. Neenan

Mick Nelson and 
Kaitlin Dastugue

Roger Nichols and 
Erika Wollam-Nichols

Patricia Novotny

Kristi Parker

Barbara and Charles 
Parker

Martha A. Parks

Bob Parrish and Sandy 
Bivens

Janet L. Parry

Nancy J. Pauly

Mike Pecenka

Trisha Pena

Brent Peterson and 
Randy Moore

Mary Philip

Melinda Phillips

Pam Pitts

David Plumer

Dolly Jane Prenzel

Ruth Pressman

Catherine and 
Christopher Price

Susan A. Primm

Jason Pullias

Jessica Rabb

Stephanie and Jay 
Randolph

Tyler Reedy

Alyssa Rentuza

Ryan Reynolds

Ann and Glen 
Richards

Ginny and Bob Ripley

Elizabeth Rose

Linda and Robert 
Rutherford

Ashley and Tyler Ryan

Lois Ann Sabino

Phil Sanders

Jennifer Sanders

Jennifer Schott

Denise Sesler

Jeanne Shaw

Ashley Shelton

Margaret Shrewsbury

Paula and Robert 
Snyder

Nicole Staggs

Bill and Mary 
Steffenhagen

Kate A. Stephenson

John Stern

Fran and Cyril Stewart

Mary Sundell

Jon Tate

Bill Terry and Adelle 
Wood

Ellen and Don Trotter

Lisa Ward

Alix Weiss-Sharp

Karen Wieckert

Elaine Wilder

Tiffany Wilmot

Marilyn Wolven and 
Linda Primm

Patricia D. Worsham

Clare Yang

You Can Heal You
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PO Box 196340 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-6340

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 567 
Nashville, TN

Contact Us
PO BOX 196340 
Nashville, TN 37219

Support Us
Greenways for Nashville was established in 1994 through 
the efforts of individuals who saw the value in protecting 
open space and connecting communities. 

Creating and preserving public green space enriches 
everyday lives and reflects our shared desire to be a more 
responsible, equitable, healthy, creative, and connected 
community. Your donation helps provide access to outdoor 
recreation, promote health and well-being, and connect 
communities to neighborhoods.

Become a Greenways for Nashville supporter today: 
www.greenwaysfornashville.org/membership

Printed on recycled paper. 

Find us online  
greenwaysfornashville.org

info@greenwaysfornashville.org
615-862-8400 
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